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Civil Aviation Department
The Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region

Dangerous Goods Advisory Circular bpcAc 1/2008

Avoid Accepting Aluminium Alloy Cylinders Containing
(i) Ethyl Chloride or (ii) Gas Mixture Constituting Ethyl Chloride

Background
Recently an air cargo consignment containing an aluminium

compressed gas cylinder of Ethyl Chloride, from Manchester, UK,
exploded in an air cargo warehouse in Dubai, U.A.E. Initial investigation
by United Kingdom Civil Aviation Authority suggests that the rupture was
caused by a reaction between the Ethyl Chloride gas mixture and the
aluminium cylinder.

Reminder

In view of the potential threat to aviation safety, this Dangerous
Goods Office reminds all airlines and freight forwarders to avoid
accepting:

(i)  Ethyl Chloride, UN 1037 in aluminium alloy cylinders
[Remarks: Refer to Packing Instruction 200 under
International Civil Aviation Organization’s Technical
Instructions for the Safe Transport of Dangerous Goods by
Air]; or

(i)  Gas mixture constituting Ethyl Chloride in aluminium alloy
cylinders

for air transport until further notice.

Should you have any query about this circular, please contact
Safety Officers (Dangerous Goods) at 2182 1221 or 2182 1214.

—END -
Issue date: 26 February 2008
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